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ARABIC ASTROLOGY 


IBN ABI 'L-RIJAL. Liber in Iudiciis Stellarum, the capitula to and 
beginning of Book 6; a complete bifolium, double columns of 53 lines, 
written in gothic script with numerous abbreviations, brown ink, ruled 
lightly with plummet, 8-line historiated initial 'I' in a rectangular 
compartment depicting a man in a hooded rose-coloured robe and a woman in 
an orange-red robe holding a globe painted in white and black, all 
against a burnished gold ground with a bar border in blue, red, and gold 
with ivy-leaf finials filling 3 margins, smaller penwork initials and 
paragraph marks, slight rubbing to the gold ground of the miniature, 
otherwise in excellent condition. 314 x 234 mm (246 x 170 mm) 


England, c. 1320. 


Arabic astrology in medieval Europe. "The Kitab al-Bari' fi ahkam 
al-nudjum ... is Ibn Abi 'l-Ridjal's most important scientific work. [The 
author was born either in Cordova, elsewhere in Spain, or in northern 
Africa; flourished in Tunis 1016 - 1040; died after 1040]. It is a vast 
compendium in eight books on four types of astrology: interrogations 
(1-3), nativities (4-6), catarchic astrology (7), and general (including 
political and historical) astrology (8). Besides some two dozen 
manuscripts of the Arabic text there exists an Old Castilian translation 
(only the first five books survive) made by Yehuda ben Moshe for Alfonso 
the Wise in 1254. This Old Castilian version was twice translated into 
Latin (which in turn was three times turned into Hebrew), and once into 
Old Portugese; probably from the Latin are also derived the French and 
English versions. This prodigious quantity of material in European 
languages accounts for most of what interest has been shown in Ibn Abi 
'l-Ridjal in modern times; in fact, however, the Kitab al-Bari' is 
largely copied (often inaccurately) from astrological compilations of the 
3rd/9th century which still survive in Arabic" (Encyclopedia of Islam, 
2nd edition, 1979, vol. 3, p. 688). 


For the figural work in the illuminated initial, specifically the facial 
features and the monastic-style drapery, compare O. Pácht and J. J. G. 
Alexander, Illuminated Manuscripts in the Bodleian Library Oxford 3, 
1973, no. 538, pl. LII, from St. Mary's York, c. 1312 (Bodleian MS 538). 


The present text is the mid-13th century Latin translation from the 
Spanish made by Aegidius de Tebaldis assisted by Petrus de Regio. 25 
manuscripts are recorded by F. J. Carmody, all of the láth or 15th 
century save one (lóth century), but this list includes French and 
English texts sometimes without distinction (F. J. Carmody, Arabic 
Astronomical and Astrological Sciences in Latin Translation, Berkeley and 
Los Angeles, 1956, pp. 150-4). A single leaf formerly in the C. L. 
Ricketts Collection (MS 211: De Ricci, I, p. 650, described as French 
láth century), acquired in 1915 from P. M. Barnard, is nearly identical 
in size with the present and may derive from the same parent manuscript. 
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